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Quotes from Chaplin reflect his views on life. Here are a few gems:-
1. A day without laughter is a day wasted.

2. I always like walking in the rain, so no one can see me crying.

3. We think too much and feel too little.

4. You will never find a rainbow if you’re looking down.



.

Sir Charles Spencer Chaplin (1889-1977) 
was a famous English comic actor, 
filmmaker, composer, screenwriter, editor 
and producer during his time. Those were 
the times of silent films. He became 
renowned through his films like The Gold 
Rush, The Circus, City Lights and others. 
His film The Great Dictator satirized Adolf 
Hitler. His screen persona was the 
inimitable ‘The Tramp’. In his career of 75 
years, he saw both adulation and 
controversy.



In this edited extract from 
chapter one of My 
Autobiography, Chaplin tells 
about his childhood and his 
association with his mother, 
father and brother. 
Predominant was his mother’s 
influence on him. 



Slides are planned according to the questions ,both long and short.
1. When and where was Charles Chaplin born?
2. When did Chaplin try doing legerdemain and what was the result?
3. How would his mother dress up her two sons for Sunday excursions?
4. Mother always kept delicacies on the table for Sydney and Chaplin. Why?
5. Mention any two memories Chaplin shares with the reader with respect to his 
childhood in London.
6. Which object gave him ‘an inordinate sense of possession’?
7. Why was his mother angry with Armstrong?
8. What was the occupation of Chaplin’s father?
9. Why did his parents get separated?
10. Why was it difficult for vaudevillians not to drink in those days?
11. How was mother’s life with her first husband in Africa?
12. Mother had known Chaplin’s father much before her first marriage. TRUE/FALSE.
13. Why didn’t mother seek alimony after her separation from Chaplin’s father.
14. Why couldn’t she continue her singing act on the stage?
15. Why was ‘performing at Aldershot’ considered ‘a terror’?
16. When did Chaplin make his first appearance on the stage?
17. How would she entertain her kids even in tough times?
18. According to mother, how did Jesus inspire faith in the sick?
19. Which are the three virtues of Jesus that inspired Chaplin?
20. How did Sydney contribute to the family when in crisis?
21. What was the reason for Sydney’s excitement one day?
22. What was mother’s reaction to the ‘purse episode’?



He was born on 16 April 1889, at eight 
o’clock at night, in East Lane, 
Walworth. Soon after, they moved to 
West Square, St George’s Road, 
Lambeth. Their life was a happy one, 
circumstances were moderately 
comfortable,  lived in three tastefully 
furnished rooms. Every  night before 
Mother went to the theatre, Sydney 
his brother and he were lovingly 
tucked up in a comfortable bed and 
left in the care of the housemaid. In 
his world of three and a half years, all 
things were possible.
    Sydney, who was four years older 
than him, could perform legerdemain 
(magic trick) and swallow a coin and 
make it come out through the back of 
his head, Charlie in an attempt to do 
the same swallowed a halfpenny and 
Mother was obliged to send for a 
doctor.

1. When and where was Charles Chaplin 
born?

2. When did Chaplin try doing legerdemain 
and what was the result?



She took pride 
dressing the boys up 
for Sunday 
excursions, Sydney in 
an Eton suit with long 
trousers and Charlie 
in blue velvet one 
with blue gloves to 
match. Such 
occasions were orgies 
of smugness, as they 
walked along the 
Kennington Road.

3. How would his mother dress up her two sons 
for Sunday excursions?



In his Mother's prosperous days they lived in 
Westminster Bridge Road. Its atmosphere was gay 
and friendly with attractive shops, restaurants 
and music halls. The fruit-shop on the corner 
facing the Bridge was a galaxy of colour, with its 
neatly arranged pyramids of oranges, apples, 
pears and bananas outside, in contrast to the 
solemn grey Houses of Parliament directly across 
the river.

 5. Mention any two memories Chaplin shares with the 
reader with respect to his childhood in London. 

LONG . How does Chaplin remember London and its 
imprints on his mind?

Charlie with his brother used to Ride with Mother on top of a 
horse-bus trying to touch passing lilac-trees - of the many colored 
bus tickets, orange, blue, pink and green, that bestrewed the 
pavement where the trams and buses stopped – of rubicund 
flower - girls at Westminster Bridge, making gay boutonnieres, 
their adroit fingers manipulating tinsel and quivering fern- of the 
humid odour of freshly watered roses that affected with a vague 
sadness- of melancholy Sundays and parents and their children 
escorting toy windmills and coloured balloons over Bridge; and 
the maternal penny steamers that softly lowered their funnels as 
they glided under it. From such trivia I believe my soul was born



objects in charlie’s  sitting-room that affected 
his senses: his Mother’s life-size painting of Nell 
Gwyn, which he disliked; the long-necked  glass 
tumblers , small round music-box on clouds, 
which both pleased him. But his sixpenny toy 
chair bought from the gypsies he loved because 
it gave him an extreme sense of ownership.

Nell Gwyn

6. Which object gave him ‘an inordinate sense 
of possession’?



    Mother was a stage actress of  variety stage 
(entertainment consisting of songs, comic 
turns, etc) she was in  her late twenties. Every  
night before  mother went to the theatre, his 
brother Sydney, and he were have dinner and 
sleep in bed with the care of the housemaid. 

Every night, after she came home from the 
theatre, it was her custom to leave delicacies 
on the table for Sydney and me to find in 
morning- a slice of Neapolitan cake or candies- 
with the understanding that we were not to 
make a noise in the morning, as she usually 
slept late.

4. Mother always kept delicacies on the table for Sydney and Chaplin. Why?



Mother was a soubrette on 
the variety stage, a pretty 
woman in her late twenties, 
with fair complexion, 
violet-blue eyes and long 
light-brown hair that she 
could sit upon. Sydney and 
Charlie adored their mother. 
Though she was not an 
exceptional beauty, 
attractive to her sons by her 
divine-looking. Those who 
knew her told Charlie in later 
years that she was dainty and 
attractive and had compelling 
charm. 



Hannah Chaplin
(1865-1928)
Charlie Chaplin always cited his own 
mother as a great inspiration on both his 
performance techniques and his outlook on 
life. Hannah was a singer and character 
comedienne in the British music halls with 
the stage name of Lily Harley, and she did 
enjoy some success.
With amazing ease she would then break 
into a graceful dance and forget her 
dressmaking and regale her sons with her 
other song successes and perform the 
dances that went with them until she was 
breathless and exhausted. Then she would 
reminisce and show them some of her old 
certificates. One read:

 ENGAGEMENT 
EXTRAORDINARY

Of the dainty and 
talented

Lily Harley,
Serio -comedienne, 
impersonator and 
dancer. text here



Then something happened! It could have been a month 
or a few days later - a sudden realization that all was not 
well with Mother and the outside world. She had been 
away all the morning with a lady friend and had returned 
home in a state of excitement. I was playing on the floor 
and became conscious of intense agitation going on 
above me, as though I were listening from the bottom of 
a well. There were passionate exclamations and tears 
from Mother, who kept mentioning the name Armstrong 
- Armstrong said this, Armstrong said that, Armstrong 
was a brute! Her excitement was strange and intense so 
that I began to cry, so much so that mother was obliged 
to pick me up and console me. A few years later I 
learned the significance of that afternoon. Mother had 
returned from the law courts where she had been suing 
my father for non-support of her children, and the case 
had not gone too well for her. Armstrong was my 
father's lawyer

I.  7. Why was his mother angry with Armstrong?
 II.   3. Why did mother sue Chaplin’s father and how did the case end?

   III.13. Why didn’t mother seek alimony after her separation from Chaplin’s father?



Chaplin’s father was a 
vaudevillian, (actor +singer) a 
quiet, brooding man with dark 
eyes. His mother said he looked 
like Napoleon. He had a light 
baritone voice and was 
considered a very fine artist. In 
those days he earned the 
considerable sum of forty 
pounds a week. 



8. What was the occupation of Chaplin’s father?
10. Why was it difficult for vaudevillians not to drink in those days

Long Q. Write a note on Chaplin’s father.

The trouble was that he drank too much. It was 
difficult for vaudevillians not to drink in those days, 
for alcohol was sold in all theatres, and after a 
performer’s act he was expected to go to the theatre 
bar and drink with the customers. Some theatres 
made more profit from the bar than from the box 
office, and a number of stars were paid large salaries 
not alone for their talent but because they spent most 
of their money at the theatre bar. Thus many an artist 
was ruined by drink -- his father was one of them. He 
died of alcoholic excess at the age of thirty-seven.
He had a violent temper when drinking, and during 
one of his tantrums she ran off to Brighton with some 
friends, and in answer to his frantic telegram: 'What 
are you up to? Answer at once!' she wired back: 'Balls, 
parties and picnics, darling!'



She had known Father before she 
went to Africa. They had been 
sweethearts, and had played 
together in the same Irish 
Melodrama called Shamus O'Brien. 
At sixteen she played the leading 
role. While touring with this 
company, she met and ran off with 
the middle-aged lord to Africa. 
When she returned to England, 
Father took up the broken threads 
of their romance and they married. 
Three years later I was born.

12. Mother had known Chaplin’s father much before her first marriage. TRUE/FALSE.



9. Why did his parents get separated?
   4. Artist’s life is shrouded with compromises and suffering.

 Explain with reference to Chaplin’s parents.
Being an artist, It was difficult for vaudevillians not to drink in 
those days, for alcohol was sold in all theatres, and after a 
performer’s act he was expected to go to the theatre bar and 
drink with the customers. Some theatres made more profit from 
the bar than from the box office, and a number of stars were 
paid large salaries not alone for their talent but because they 
spent most of their money at the theatre bar. Thus many an 
artist was ruined by drink -- my father was one of them. Mother 
would tell stories about him with humor and sadness. He had a 
violent temper when drinking, and during one of his tantrums 
she ran off to Brighton with some friends, and in answer to his 
frantic telegram: 'What are you ? In answer she wired back him  
telling she is busy in, parties and picnics,.  What degree of feeling 
she had for Charlie’s father was unknown for him, but whenever 
she spoke of him it was without bitterness, which makes me 
suspect she was too objective to have been deeply in love. 
Sometimes she would give a sympathetic account of him, and at 
other times talk of his drunkenness and violence. In later years, 
whenever angry with me she would ruefully say to Charlie ‘you 
will finish up in the gutter like your father’,  a year after his birth 
parents separated. 



7. Why was his mother angry with Armstrong?
   13. Why didn’t mother seek alimony after her separation from Chaplin’s father?

A  year after Charlie’s birth his parents separated. His mother did not 
seek alimony. Being a star in her own right, earning twenty five 
pounds a week, she was well able to support herself and her children. 
Only when ill-fortune befell her did she seek relief; otherwise she 
would never have taken legal steps.
Then something happened! It could have been a month or a few days 
later - a sudden realization that all was not well with Mother and the 
outside world. She had been away all the morning with a lady friend 
and had returned home in a state of excitement. he was playing on 
the floor and became conscious of intense agitation going on above 
me, as though he was listening from the bottom of a well. There were 
passionate exclamations and tears from his mother, who kept 
mentioning the name Armstrong - Armstrong said this, Armstrong 
said that, Armstrong was a brute! Her excitement was strange and 
intense so that the baby Charlie began to cry, so much so that mother 
was obliged to pick him up and console. A few years later he learned 
that mother had returned from the law courts where she had been 
suing my father for non-support of her children, and the case had not 
gone too well for her. Armstrong was his father's lawyer.



I ,    11. How was mother’s life with her first husband in Africa?
II. 5. What does Chaplin say about his mother’s first marriage?

III. 3. Describe the two marriages that Chaplin’s mother got into and suffered.

 At sixteen Charlie’s  mother the leading role, while touring with company, she met and ran 
off with the middle-aged lord to Africa. She often spoke of her life there; living in luxury in 
the middle of plantations, servants and saddle horses. In her eighteenth year brother 
Sydney was born. he was the son of a lord and that when he reached the age of twenty-one 
he would inherit a fortune of two thousand pounds , which information both pleased and 
annoyed Charlie.
Mother did not stay long in Africa, but returned to England and married  Charlie's father. 
but in extreme poverty Charlie would reproach her for giving up such a wonderful life. She 
would laugh and say that she was too young to be cautious or wise.



whenever she spoke of Charlie's father it was 
without bitterness, which makes  suspect she 
was too objective to have been deeply in love 
him. Sometimes she would give a sympathetic 
account of him, and at other times talk of his 
drunkenness and violence. In later years, 
whenever angry with Charlie she would ruefully 
say: ‘you will finish up in the gutter like your 
father’.
She had known Father before she went to Africa. 
had played together in the same Irish Melodrama 
called Shamus O'Brien.. When she returned to 
England, Father took up the broken threads of 
their romance and they married. 
 a year after Charlie's birth his parents separated. 
In the beginning mother did not seek alimony. 
Being a star in her own right, earning twenty five 
pounds a week, she was well able to support 
herself and her children. Only when ill-fortune 
befell her did she seek relief; otherwise she 
would never have taken legal steps. 

Continued from previous page.



• Her health deteriorated 
and her singing career 
faltered. It was during this 
time the young Charlie 
Chaplin sang on stage for 
the first time, because of 
Hannah's health. Chaplin 
remembers this time when 
his life changed toward the 
worst. The following year 
would turn into heartbreak 
for Hannah and her two 
sons.



I, 14. Why couldn’t she continue her singing act on the stage? 
      II, 6. Mother’s poor health was the main reason for her setback in theatre. Explain.

She had been having trouble with her voice. It 
was never strong, and the slightest cold 
brought on laryngitis which lasted for weeks; 
but she was obliged to keep working, so that 
her voice grew progressively worse. She could 
not rely on it. In the middle of singing it would 
crack or suddenly disappear into a whisper, 
and the audience would laugh and start 
booing. The worry of it impaired her health 
and made her a nervous wreck. As a 
consequence, her theatrical engagements fell 
off until they were practically nil.



I, 15. Why was ‘performing at Alder shot’ considered ‘a terror’?
16. When did Chaplin make his first appearance on the stage? 

II, 7. Describe Chaplin’s first stage appearance.
III, 5. ‘Aldershot appearance on the stage was Chaplin’s first and his Mother’s last’. Discuss.

Charlie  at the age of five  made his first appearance on the stage. Mother usually 
brought me to the theatre at night in preference to leaving me alone in the rented 
rooms. She was playing the Canteen at Aldershot at the time, a grubby, mean 
theatre catering mostly to soldiers. They were a rowdy lot and wanted little 
excuse to deride and ridicule. To performers, Aldershot was a week of terror.



I remember standing in the wings when Mother’s voice cracked and went into a whisper. 
The audience began to laugh and sing falsetto and to make catcalls. It was all vague and I 
did not quite understand what was going on. But the noise increased until Mother was 
obliged to walk off the stage. When she came into the wings she was very upset and 
argued with the stage manager who, having seen me perform before Mother’s friends, 
said something about letting me go on in her place.



in the turmoil manager leading  him by the hand and, after a few explanatory words to 
the audience, leaving on the stage alone. And before a glare of footlights and faces in 
smoke, started to sing, accompanied by the orchestra, which fiddled about until it found 
my key. It was a well-known song called Jack Jones. Half-way through, a shower of money 
poured on to the stage. Immediately he stopped and announced that  he would pick up 
the money first and sing afterwards. This caused much laughter. The stage manager came 
on with a handkerchief and helped me to gather it up. 
when manager walked off with money  Charlie  anxiously followed  until he handed it to 
Mother. As he return and continue to sing. he talked to the audience, danced, and did 
several imitations including one of Mother singing her Irish march song.
And in repeating the chorus, in all innocence he imitated Mother's voice cracking and was 
surprised at the impact it had on the audience. There was laughter and cheers, then more 
money-throwing; and when Mother came on the stage to carry me off, her presence 
evoked tremendous applause. That night was my first appearance on the stage and 
Mother's last.





8. How did mother show her love of theatrical costumes before her kids?
17. How would she entertain her kids even in tough times?

Even during her poverty-stricken days, Hannah Chaplin 
was remembered to have brought endless fun and 
happiness to her children. She would bring them small 
treats, sing and dance her old music hall numbers and act 
out plays to them. Charlie Chaplin attributed his own 
success as a mime artist to his mother’s gifts for mimicry 
and observation. Living as we did in the lower strata, it 
was very easy to fall into the habit of not caring about 
our diction. But Mother always stood outside her 
environment and kept an alert ear on the way we talked, 
correcting our grammar and making us feel that we were 
distinguished.



I, 18. According to mother, how did Jesus inspire faith in the sick?
19. Which are the three virtues of Jesus that inspired Chaplin?

II, 9. Write a note on her reading sessions with the kids, especially Christ’s love and pity for 
the poor 

III, 6. Religious readings and stories had an impact on Chaplin. Elaborate..

Charlie Chaplin remember an evening in their one room in the basement at Oakley Street.he 
was lay in bed recovering from a fever. she sat with her back to the window reading, acting 
and explaining in her unique way the New Testament and Christ's love and pity for the poor 
and for little children. Perhaps her emotion was due to his illness, but she gave the most 
luminous and appealing interpretation of Christ that he have ever heard or seen. She spoke 
of his tolerant understanding; of the woman who had sinned and was to be stoned by the 
mob, and of his words to them: ‘He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at 
her.’
She read into the dusk, stopping only to light the lamp, then told of the faith that Jesus 
inspired in the sick, that they had only to touch the hem of his garment to be healed.
'Don't you see,' said Mother, 'how human he was; like all of us, he too suffered doubt.
The story of the Jesus was so impressive that boy Charlie wanted to die that very night and 
meet Jesus. But his mother was not so enthusiastic. ‘Jesus wants you to live first and fulfill 
your destiny here,’ she said. In that dark room in the basement at Oakley Street, Mother 
illuminated to me the kindliest light this world has ever known, which has endowed 
literature and the theatre with their greatest and richest themes: love, pity and humanity.



Charlie’s mother’s reading sessions with the kids, especially Christ’s love and pity for the 
poor inspired the boys a lot.



20. How did Sydney contribute to the family when in crisis?
21. What was the reason for Sydney’s excitement one day?

22. What was mother’s reaction to the ‘purse episode’?
II,  12. How does the ‘purse episode’ reflect the plight of the family and its compromise with 

religious scruples?

One day Sydney came bursting into the darkened room, throwing his newspapers on the 
bed and exclaiming: ‘I’ve found a purse!’ He handed it to mother. When she opened it she 
saw a pile of silver and copper coins. Quickly she closed it, and then fell back on the bed 
from excitement.
Sydney had been mounting buses to sell his newspapers. On top of one bus he saw a purse 
on an empty seat. Quickly he dropped a newspaper over it as if by accident, then picked it 
up and the purse with it, and hurried off the bus. Behind a bill-board, on an empty lot, he 
opened the purse and saw a pile of silver and copper coins. He told us that his heart leapt, 
and without counting the money he closed the purse and ran home.
When Mother recovered from the excitement she emptied its contents on the bed. But the 
purse was still heavy. There was a middle pocket! Mother opened it and saw seven golden 
sovereigns. Our joy was hysterical. The purse contained no address, thank God, so 
Mother's religious scruples were little compromised. Although a pale cast of thought was 
given to the owner's misfortune, it was, however, quickly dispelled by Mother’s belief that 
God had sent it as a blessing from Heaven.
Whether Mother's illness was physical or psychological I do not know. But she recovered 
within a week. As soon as she was well, we went to ‘Southend-On-Sea’ for a holiday, 
Mother outfitting us completely with new clothes.





II, 10. What was the impact of poverty on young Chaplin?
II, 13. What led the family to enter the Lambeth workhouse?

 III,  7. Write a detailed note on financial crisis suffered by Chaplin’s family. 

When the fates deal in human destiny, they heed neither pity nor justice. Thus they dealt 
with Mother. She never regained her voice. As autumn turns to winter, so their  
circumstances turned from bad to worse. Although Mother was careful and had saved a 
little money, that very soon vanished, as did her jewellery and other small possessions 
which she pawned in order to live, hoping all the while that her voice would return.
Meanwhile from three comfortable rooms we moved into two, then into one, our 
belongings dwindling and the neighborhoods into which we moved growing progressively 
drabber.
Mother had now sold most of her belongings. The last thing to go was her trunk of 
theatrical costumes. These things she clung to in the hope that she might recover her 
voice and return to the stage.
Mother sought other employment, but there was little to be found. Problems began 
mounting. Installment payments were behind; consequently Mother's sewing machine 
was taken away. And Father's payments of ten shillings a week had completely stopped.
In desperation she sought a new solicitor, who, seeing little remuneration in the case, 
advised her to throw herself and her children on the support of the Lambeth Borough 
authorities in order to make Father pay for our support.
There was no alternative: she was burdened with two children, and in poor health; and so 
she decided that the three of us should enter the Lambeth workhouse.



Chaplin never hid the fact that he cared about human suffering, and it has been suggested 
the world over that his own poor upbringing left him with emotional scars. Initially, a 
frightened seven-year-old Chaplin, his mother Hannah and brother Sydney went of their 
own accord to the Lambeth workhouse, This was largely because of their mother, who 
struggled to cope with the financial difficulties the family had to endure. Once the family 
were admitted their clothes were removed and their heads were shaved; can you imagine 
the humiliation? I have to be honest: I think Hannah’s decision to admit her sons rather 
than show defeat actually showed love and strength. She admitted to herself they 
deserved better, what more can a mother who loves her sons do?



THE END


