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Of Studies 

-Francis Bacon 

Francis Bacon, the first major English essayist, comments forcefully on the 

value of reading and learning. In his essay, he examines the benefits and effects 

of studies, maintaining that when studies are balanced by experience, diverse 

studies may help counteract personal imperfections. The main focus of his essay 

rests on explaining to the reader the importance of study knowledge in terms of 

its practical application towards the individual and its society. 

 Bacon proposes that study may be done for three purposes: for one’s own 

entertainment, such as reading book on a favorite author, to impress others and 

bring attention to oneself, such as by touting one’s academic accomplishments 

in hopes of gaining a pretty girl’s admiration, or to gain competence and 

proficiency, an example would be by studying for an upcoming exam. He 

articulated that, "studies serve for delight, for ornament, and for ability." Bacon 

felt that some people gain knowledge for pure delight. People, who acquire 

knowledge for delight, do so because they enjoy it. For instance, those who play 

sports practice and learn about their sport because they want to, not because 

they have to.  

There are, however, some people who gain knowledge for mere ornament. 

These people only want to improve themselves in the eyes of others. These are 

the people who try to better themselves by bragging about their achievements 

and accomplishments in conversation with others. Then there are those who 

gain knowledge for ability. They want to show that they are able to do 

something. They learn for themselves in their free time. Ability is widely used 

in the area of business, those who are well educated rather than those who are 

not better run a company. Too much study may be considered a downfall, as the 
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individual studying may be considered by others to be self-indulgent or even 

lazy if they appear to be studying and not much else. 

 Bacon felt that there are three types of men. They are reasonably 

straightforward and require diminutive thought. He expressed, "crafty men 

contemn studies, simple men admire them, and wise men use them.” Education 

can be taken to extreme by spending excessive time studying. Wise men are 

those who are educated and apply what they have learned to their lives. Simple 

men are those who are uneducated, but have a high regard for those who are. 

They put down those who gain success through education. Education is meant 

to be preparation for the real world. For instance, in addition to reading the 

book, people may need to read novels, comics or watch movies. Often there will 

be more to parts of the books than some people are able to grasp. These books 

are read at face value and their points are not often questioned. He feels people 

should read to decide which books have information that will benefit them in 

their life experiences. He thought that, "reading maketh a full man; conference a 

ready man; and writing an exact man. People mustn't trust everything they read; 

they ought to filter the information through their own experiences. Information 

may not always be true; people need to ask questions and decide whether their 

source is reliable. 

 Just to do what books tell you to do and nothing else is characteristic of an 

academic/bookish individual. Studying alone is insufficient; learning must also 

be accompanied by real life experience, as they are counter-balances of one 

another. Abilities are strengthened and capabilities balanced by studies. 

Cunning individuals regard studies with contempt because concepts learned 

from books might thwart their devious goals; unpretentious individuals admire 

studies because they themselves may have had little opportunity for study, and 

an astute individual makes good use of studies and knowledge gained by 

studying as a tool to glean more information.  
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Studying is applying the mind to learning and understanding a subject, 

especially through reading, which is perhaps why by ‘studying’, Sir Francis 

Bacon mostly refers to reading. In his short essay, he strives to persuade us to 

study, and tells us how to study if we are to make the best of what we read. He 

does this by using many rhetorical devices and substantiations to prove his 

arguments. Study and take time to meditate on the information learned rather 

than taking what is learned as gospel, or arguing about the information, even 

discussing it. Three types of literature that are widely available include that 

which is be read in parts and not spent a lot of time on, that which is to be read 

through and enjoyed, and that which is to be read thoroughly with attention and 

sincerity. Studying makes people complete, discussion makes a prepared 

person, and writing makes an exact person by communicating well. 

After reading the essay, we realize of its enduring quality. Bacon’s precise ideas 

were as valid in his days, as they are in the present times. His assertions have 

that universal quality that not only makes them cross physical frontiers, but also 

temporal ones. Education is a fundamental part of life, is a privilege and 

something to take advantage of. If all you do is study and never use what you 

have learned, what have you achieved? If you only study to achieve recognition, 

what did you waste your time for? If your knowledge is narrowing your view 

instead of broadening it, what is the point of learning? Education can help you 

excel to your highest dreams if used in the right manner. That was Bacon’s 

message then, and that is the message today. Essentially, nothing has changed. 


